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About Me

I am a 21 year old final year Maths Studies and
Irish student, from West Limerick. 
My main passion in life is education, as can be
seen from my experience in this area to date – in
and out of the classroom
When I was younger I was a member of CTYI,
worked in Coláiste UISCE and volunteered with
Diverbo camps in Spain.

I initially started a degree in Mathematics in
Trinity College Dublin, but realised that my heart
lay in education, so dropped out to pursue
Maths and Irish in Arts. This was a very tough
and scary decision for me, but one that taught
me more than I could have imagined.
My love of the Irish language has seen me
working for Coláiste Chorca Dhuibhne, being a
member of the Scéim Chónaithe TCD, a runner
up in Gael Linn 3rd Level Irish Debating and a
resident of Áras Uí Thuama here in UCC.

 



My Experience

I was honoured to be elected Irish Officer for
UCCSU 2019/20. In this position I have learned
so much about what a role in the SU is like.
Being a member of the SU Executive, attending
Student Council, sitting on various committees
such as Bord na Gaeilge and Coiste Gnó has
given me a real taste of what the Education
Officer position would entail.

I was a Student Administrator in the Societies
Office in 2019 and through this role got to know
so many wonderful people involved in societies,
how societies and the society Exec are run, and
the importance of both Clubs and Societies in
the lives of all students in UCC.
Working as Student Ambassador for Careers
Office last year I got to know the dedicated
people in the Office and gained a great insight
into how their events are organised and run.

 



My Experience

In 2018/19 I was elected Education Officer in An
Chuallacht where I started learning how to run
educational events such as debating and
employment workshops.
My first taste of Society life came with being
elected Webmaster for Sámh Soc in 2017/18. I
learned how to navigate the old societies’ portal
(RIP), help out with events, think up events, and
work with a team.

As a Student Help for Roinn na Gaeilge at open
days and conferences I got to meet possible new
UCC undergraduates and also learn about the
life of academics and researchers here in UCC.
I am very grateful to be a Mary Ryan and a
Quercus Scholar, two amazing programs that
have shown me the amazing talent of students
in UCC.

 



 
Although Boole Library has increased its opening
hours over the past few years to better cater for
students' needs, this has not been replicated in
satellite campuses. I would like to expand the

opening hours of Brookfield library particularly
around exam season, as well as looking into the

possibility of late-hour study rooms in other
satellite campus buildings and the Hub. These

would also help students who have final exams in
off peak times, or 50% C.A.s mid-way through the

semester.

My Plans

Brookfield Library and
Satellite Campuses



 
 

Currently in Ireland, PhD students have virtually
no worker’s rights, and as such, can feel in limbo

between students and staff. I plan on working
with the USI to see can PhD students in Ireland be

recognised as staff, similar to that of the UK, in
order that they have a better experience here.
Research is of vital importance to UCC, and its

students, and it is important that we recognise the
work being done by PhD students in our

University.

My Plans

PhD students' rights



    Last year, after a lot of hard work, we saw the
changes Pharmacy students made to their

placement conditions. I would like to replicate this
across the board as I feel like it is a vital issue

affecting many students in UCC. The first area I
plan on looking at is the hardship PME students

face. I want to lobby alongside the USI for a
stipend in the second year of their programme,

when they spend four out of five days on unpaid
placement.

My Plans

Placement conditions



    
This year 1500 students and 300 staff in UCC
completed the INDex survey on their digital

learning experience. This found that students
strongly benefit from lecturers having a clear,

comprehensive and consistent Canvas page for
each module. As a representative for the student
voice in UCC, I would work alongside Cliodhna O

Callaghan - the Digital Education Officer –, and the
USI who supported the project, to ensure that
lecturers are encouraged and educated to use
Canvas in a way that will benefit each student.

My Plans

Digital Learning & Canvas



    As the world’s best University for sustainability,
it is important that every new undergraduate
recognises the emphasis UCC places on the

environment. Therefore, I want to ensure that
every fresher get a reusable coffee cup in their

Fresher's Pack. This will be of great help to these
students who have years of late night, coffee -
fuelled, library study ahead of them, and also

ensure that “sustainability” is not just the
buzzword of the year, but a real concept UCCSU

believes in.

My Plans

Grants for Sustainability



 
In 2020, most students will do their readings

online, instead of in traditional book form. While
for many of us this doesn’t seem like a big deal,
for many students, particularly first years and
mature students, finding and citing an online

reading takes up way too much time and can be
very stressful. To help with this, I plan on working

with the UCC Skills Centre to put on workshops
educating students on the best way to go about

online research. These workshops would be
available all year round, catering for students who

have essays due at different times in the
semester. 

My Plans

Online Reading Workshops



 
Final year is a stressful time for every student,

never mind students who are considering
applying for a master’s program. To support these

students, I plan on working with the Careers
Office and the Graduate Studies Office, who

process all the applications, to make a step-by-
step video tutorial on how to apply for a

postgraduate course, both in Ireland and abroad. I
would look into expanding this into a workshop or

workshops, should students feel that this would
provide extra support to them.

My Plans

Applying for a Postgrad 



 
I plan on continuing to be myself. 

 
I like to think of myself as a friendly and

approachable person, and these are two qualities
that are essential, in my opinion, to the role of
Education Officer. A smile will always be on my
face to welcome each and every student who

would come to discuss an issue – big or small! –
with me. I will work hard and with my whole heart

in this position, should you decide to vote #1
Eimear Curtin for Education on March 9th, 10th

and 11th.

My Plans

The Future



 
I have to acknowledge that everything mentioned

above, particularly "My Story" and "My
Achievements" are not only "Mine" but also part

of the stories and achievements of so many other
people, without whom I wouldn't be an ounce of

who I am today. 
 

"Ní neart go cur le chéile"  a deirtear, agus is fíor é.
Being a member of the Student's Union - full time

or part time - is being a representative for all of
the students in UCC.  As an elected Officer, or as a
student, my main happiness comes from helping

others in their journey. I am indescribably grateful
for all that I have learnt in my current role, and

hope that I will get the opportunity to use all this
to the benefit of other students as Education

Officer in 2020/21. 
 

Míle Buíochas �

Mo Bhuíochas




