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My name is Orlaith Geaney, and I am absolutely honoured to be running for
UCCSU's Environmental & Sustainability Officer. I am a final-year law student with a

passion for climate action, environmental law, and social justice. I made the
decision to run for UCCSU when I saw the very heartening decision that this

position was added to the part-time Officer category. I believe this shows that the
student body is more willing than ever to tackle environmental & sustainability

issues head on. Various groups on UCC Campus have done absolutely incredible
amounts of work in this area, and it would be an honour to liaise with them should

I be elected.
 

For the past four years, I have been heavily involved in UCC Societies through my
involvement with the International Relations Society and the UCC Greens Society.

While I have always had a keen interest in environmental issues, becoming
involved on campus showed me the extent to which collective participation can
make a huge impact. As well as this, my studies in the field of environmental law

showed me how immediate action is needed, and that it must be all-
encompassing. 

 
Individual action is extremely important and should not be ignored, but we need

action at a much larger level in order to bring about real change. It is also
absolutely crucial to me that becoming more eco-friendly is not cost-prohibitive for
students and that any changes that are made should be as affordable as possible.

  
 

It is clear to most people that climate action is absolutely, 100% essential, and it
has to be taken now. Should I be elected your Environmental & Sustainability

Officer, I will ensure that the environmental issues pertaining to UCC Students and
the wider community are brought up at every single meeting. I will ensure that

individual action is empowered as the positive change it is, but not at the expense
of more extensive change. I will make sure that climate action does not price out

any students and do my very best to make sure everyone feels included in the
process, because we need all hands on deck to make an impactful change.

Why am I running for
Environmental & Sustainability

Officer?
 



- Secretary of the UCC Greens (2019)
- Acting Chairperson of the UCC Greens (2020) - Serving as the
Chairperson on the UCC Greens Society has been an overwhelmingly
rewarding experience. I have planned events such as the Eco-Friendly
Christmas Wrapping Workshop, a zero-waste tea & coffee stand, and
interacted with various other environmentally-focused organisations both
on campus and off.
- ÉireMUN Director (2017-2018) - I was the Director of ÉireMUN, Ireland's
largest third-level Model United Nations Conference. I co-ordinated over
120 delegates and staff, as well as ensuring that the Conference was as
waste-free as possible (no single use materials used in the catering options,
information was circulated electronically instead of in paper form, etc.)
- Internal Events Officer on the UCC International Relations Society
(2019-2020)
- OCM on International Relations Society (2018-2019)
- As well as the above, I have also been involved in academia from
my Law International degree, and was the recipient of the A&L
Goodbody EU Law Essay Prize.

My Experience

General Aims
-  I hope to act as an effective liaison for the SU on all things related to the

environment.  We have plenty of incredible teams on UCC now, such as
Green Campus, and working and communicating with them would be an

integral part of the role
- I would also work as an environmental auditor of SU events to ensure that

the SU's activities do not contribute to pollution and waste. 
- I hope to empower the existing initiatives, such as Plastic Free UCC, and

ensure that they have the support of the SU in coming years.
- I will ensure that environmental campaigns and events get the support
they deserve from the SU, in the form of increased exposure on social

media, organising transport for students to events, and facilitating
communications between different groups.

Next: Specific Policies



GENERAL WASTE REDUCTION FOOD WASTE REDUCTION

METHODOLOGY:

 - Advocate for the introduction of
new product-specific bins and

promote the use of existing ones
e.g. separate bin for cans/crisp

packets. This is particularly
crucial during study weeks.

- Liaise with the Welfare Officer
about introducing a scheme for

low-cost fruits & vegetable boxes
from local/on-campus businesses.

This would consist of produce,
though safe for consumption, that
would otherwise be thrown out.

Waste Reduction

- Working to reduce the
amount of leaflets produced
during SU Elections with an

emphasis on their being
electronically circulated

instead.

- Advocating for an increase in
composting facilities in UCC

accommodation

- Work with the SU's Commercial
Officer to ensure that companies

who distribute materials on
campus are not distributing

unnecessary single-use materials.
 
 
 
 

- Run an awareness initiative
about the impact of food

contamination in recycling and
have it displayed in the canteen

facilities on campus

- Work to increase composting
facilities on campus



Active

Engagement

COMMUNICATION

 - Ensure the effective
communication between the
SU and the student body by
issuing monthly emails on

green initiatives 

- Having a regular presence at SU
Events to monitor the use of

single-waste materials and write a
report after each one on how we

can improve

- Meeting with students at SU
Events and having an active

social media presence to ensure
that we can actively identify
areas of improvement on

campus

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

- Promoting the already strong on-
campus presence of environmental

and sustainability mechanisms

- Helping to facilitate the travel of
students to environmental events

and protests 

- Ensuring that travel to these events
and general engagement with

environmental issues is not cost-
prohibitve to students

- Assisting with the SU Officer in charge
of SCS to help with litter-picking during
busy weeks such as Freshers and R&G

Week

- Working with local nature/biodiversity
organisations to help protect the

surrounding area. UCC does not exist
in a bubble and it is crucial to
emphasize the importance of

collaboration in this area.

- Ensuring effective promotion of
all on-campus events with an

environmental focus



Events &

Transport 

FRESHERS, R&G WEEK & EVENTS

- Encouraging Waste
Management Assessments for

large-scale events during
Freshers and R&G Week

- Looking positively on the use of
silicone straws in last year's

Freshers Packs, I would work to
increase the amount of eco-
friendly materials used (e.g.

keepcups)
 

- Including information about
Green Campus initiatives in

Freshers Packs
 

- Having a presence during
Orientation Week, particularly

during Welcome Talks, to promote
the environmental and

sustainability plans on campus as
well as explaining the Plastic Free

UCC plan

TRANSPORT

 
- Ensuring the effective promotion
of public transport by continuing

the promotion of the student
leapcard during the first weeks of

each semester.
 

- Bring the issue of
environmentally-friendly transport
to the forefront of every meeting

both within the University and
with external groups.

 
- Lobby the Buildings & Estates
Office to prioritise bike parking
facilities (with an emphasis on

covered facilities) on Main
Campus, Brookfield and the WGB.

 
 


